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Hard roads, scorched pavement, a 

gang of five independent, African 
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paradigm of a traditional 

African woman.
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Queen, Cocalicious, Magnet, Aisha and Joann are the Amazons. Queen is 
the undisputed leader, no vote was needed as she’s founder and visionary 
for the group, it’s her relentless dedication that keeps the group going. In 
fact, Cocalicious in jest labels her a “slave driver,” but quickly 
acknowledges that without her she wouldn’t be part of any group.
 
TTheir first call to business was to determine the best way to help. For them 
they had to tread in a way that was disruptive but wasn’t in direct opposition 
to the cultural and traditional way that Nigerians lead their life. They wanted 
to educate, not alienate, they love Nigeria and being Nigerian, they just 
wanted to give the country they love, a nice nudge towards change. 



An elder sister had stepped in to break up a relationship between her 
younger sister who is a minor and her adult boyfriend. The elder sister de-
nounced the male as a predator preying on her younger sister, she vocally 
and publicly disapproved. Unfortunately for her the adult male she was de-
nouncing was a police officer and the public flogging of his name wasn’t 
something he could tolerate, he returned to the family home and shot the 
elder sister in the face. Laying in a pool of her own blood and fighting for 
her life, she had to watch the police officer forcibly remove her younger 
sister from the home and go on the run. 
 
Healthcare in Nigeria is not cheap and the elder sister’s hospital bills began 
piling up as well as her living expenses, since she could not work during 
her recovery. Upon hearing her story Amazons decided to help and in 2015 
they began paying her bills and are devising a campaign that will help pay 
for much needed future surgeries. 



In May 2010, two friends in Lagos, Nigeria, Queen and Jembi came together 
to form Nigeria’s first ever female bikers club. The club was to provide a 
home to female bikers in Nigeria, up until this time biking in Nigeria was 
male dominated and there were no outlets for females to pursue their 
passion of riding their bikes without being under the gaze of men. The 
women named the group D’ Angels, the home of women female riders. 
However, due to lifestyle issues Queen would end up leaving the group.

QQueen is driven by her failure/fallout with D’ Angels to build a better 
organization. Amazons have been able to thus far avoid the pratfalls that 
have plagued D’Angels by adhering to one simple rule…”pride ain’t got no 
priority, so swallow it!”

OOn the surface the two groups appear to get along but when prodded 
further there are evident cracks that seemingly pit the two groups, 
Amazons and D’ Angels as rivals. A rivalry that starts with the two groups 
respective leaders and trickles down to the rest of the women on either 
side of the divide.



Utibe-Abasi Nkanga
aka Queen, aka the founder
Age: 43
Bike: Kawasaki Ninja 250cc
Profession: Translator
Amazons position: Founder



Matilda Aderonke Otulana
aka Coco, aka Coclisious
Age: 39
Bike: Suzuki GS500F
Profession: Lawyer
Amazons position: PR Officer

Coclisious, is bold and vivacious. A Yorbua woman from Ogun State, Nigeria 
who currently resides in Nigeria’s most populous city, Lagos.
 
She is very single by choice and never married, also by choice. Coco, is a 
lawyer by trade who runs her own legal practice. Matilda is currently the 
PRO (Public Relations Officers) for Amazons, but claims “we all have equal 
duties and responsibilities.”
  
Coco arrived on the biking scene in 2009, a year that many of the females 
on the current scene quote as year that they first started riding. For her 
biking initially wasn’t a grand statement against Nigeria’s social inequities, 
instead it was simply a healthy distraction from the tension of her job and 
the overall pressure that Nigerians inherently feel from living in Nigeria. 

In her words:

““I love the feeling and the camaraderie between bikers the bond and it 
does not hurt that my business benefits from it.” “The reason I joined 
Amazons (Lagos Female Biking Group) is because I discovered a group of 
like minds on my team, I consider myself a strong woman and very 
opportune because of the knowledge I possess and feel the need to be of 
aid to other women with that knowledge gap.” “I believe that when women 
are empowered the society will be a better place.”



Joann Otaru
Age: 52
Bike: Honda Hornet 600cc
Profession: Engineer
Amazons position: Financial secretary

Joann, is the oldest member of Amazons, originally from Owerri in Imo 
State, she’s also the longest serving rider of the group. She’s considered 
the matriarch and the one person that is able to bridge the older 
generation of female riders alongside of the younger female riders. Joann 
began riding in the 80s during her schooling years, however, like many 
other female riders during that period her flame was extinguished as her 
domestic duties took center stage.

JJoann focused on being the “good” wife, until her husband died. the death 
of Joann’s husband proved to be a major turning point for her, she shed the 
domestication label that was forced on her and decided to no longer 
suppress her passion. Riding a bike was finally something in her life that 
was her choice.

In her words:

““I started ridings bikes way back in the 80s as an undergraduate student. 
However, after graduation, I forgot all about riding until 2012 when I 
expressed my desire to go back to it to a younger friend. When we were in 
school, the bikes we rode were small bikes. Over 25 years later, I was 
introduced to bigger and heavier bikes and a whole lot of safety awareness 
which we took for granted as students. I presently own and ride a Honda 
CBF919 otherwise known as a Honda hornet.”



Aisha M.J Vasta
Age: 38
Bike: Honda Hornet & Suzuki
Profession: Aviation Expert
Amazons position: Provost

Aisha, is a fiercely, loyal watchdog of Amazons who lauds over the 
members and is leery of outsiders. Having seen the results firsthand of 
outside intervention in their rivals, Lagos’ other female biker group, 
D’Angels. Aisha fights to make sure that outside forces won’t break the 
bond that they’ve formed.
 
AAisha’s world would be turned upside down with the death of her mother in 
2008. Single and without her mother as a backbone, Aisha was left 
rudderless until a chance conversation with a biker friend named “Sting,”  
Sting casually brought up the fact that a Suzuki 600c was for sale. 
Suppressed feelings and memories began to stir, Aisha was suddenly 
impulsive and jumped at the chance bought a bike and started taking a 
riding course, she turned up the speed and left everyone in their dust.
  

In her words:

“I joined the ladies in forming the Amazons because we share a vision, we 
are strong willed women with a love for adventure and also to help the 
needy in every way we can, while shedding a positive light on biking and 
women in biking.”



Mojirayo Ogunlana-Nkanga 
aka Magnet
Age: 37
Bike: Borrows her bikes
Profession: Lawyer
Amazons position: General Secretary

Magnet, is a fiercely prideful, protective member of Amazons. Amazons 
aren’t just a group to her but a way of life. Born in Lagos State, she projects 
a hard knock attitude that is associated with people from Nigeria’s most 
populous state.
 
MMagnet’s biking odyssey started in her teenager years while in secondary 
school where she obsessed over female heroines in Hollywood movies, 
the power and confidence they exuded captivated her. These women were 
the opposite of the women she encountered in Nigerian society, the 
women in the Hollywood had freedom to do and be what they wanted. She 
wanted to be like them but most of all she admired the daredevil women 
who zoomed past the screen riding motorcycles. The women on the 
momotorcycles were attainable, something she could emulate in her 
everyday life within Nigeria. She couldn’t fire a gun, jump out a plane but 
she could ride a bike.
 
In her words:

“The idea to form the Amazons was sold to me by Queen and I'll rather be 
on a Queen's train than another. And in fact, there aren't many female 
biking clubs in Nigeria that have a leadership that is as passionate about 
biking and women empowerment as this.” 


